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little less than 100 years
ago, the mﬁc of Boise didn't
havea pub ktospeak
ﬂfu:mla.man nmneg‘?Irhamaﬁ Jel-
. ferson Davis offered to donatea

. beforjust such apurpose,
. Irwasin ofhisbeloved
- wife, Julia MoCrumb Diavis, that
i TomDavis gaveto Boise what
uld eve become
of the city's most

! .Engh.sh family
] Gault, Ontario,
ﬂa’ilw:la.j'u.hasu.r—
d her friends with

n dlive with, relativesin Boise.

arrived in the Boise Valley six
irs garlier and was already mak-
hizforune in the agricultural
I 1863 he acquired land be-
Grove Street and the Boise
whereheraized suth
otatoes, onions and c
ich he sold to miners. P.].rear
* later, he turned his attention to

growing apples, and planted 7,000
appletreeswhichhe purchasedin

: : : SR Portland for $1.25 each. Hisprop-
o .l " erty eventually grew to several
; ; mhu.pdmda:ms of land in and near
.' w Hmm“ﬂ : Within a mere two vears after
In 2007, Julia Bavis Park will turn 100 years 3 Juliahad moved to Boise, she and
ald. Tammd]ulm s great granddaughter, i F Tomhad met, courted and were
Boise resident Diane Myklegard and the city married. Together, they worked
Parks and Recreation Department have begun their homestead, raised fruit and
planning & centennial celebration and a g livestock, and reared six children.
-ﬂmdfannsaﬁurrtnundammutum parkim- They were avid music lovers and
poenees reingsrage budng, | soyedwlls ogetherough
be saekinginput fromyesidents of Boisaon | | o s

what improvements citizens would Iutetusee' I
for the park. : -

o JllaDavi. Parkl

parcel of hisown orchard proper-

Julia was described as an “active
eer woman who took great
gﬁ:surem making the wnﬁg of
new}r-arri\redfamilies feelat
home." Oftenshe went togreet
themwhere their tents were
pitched beside the wagon trains
after their long journey acrossthe
Oregon Trail. Tewas fromone of
these travelers that Julia may have
caughtt d, from whichshe
eventy ydleu:l
Mear the turn of the century,
and gone, Tom and Tulia
were ready toretireand
offeredthe city 30 to
40acresof land along
the river forapark.
Butbecause ?'
budget was limite
and therewasacon-
cernovertaxesand
Llr:cﬂst to convert
theswr v ground
intoa) T&E%w
il ignored the of-

Several years passed and
much pressure was being
onthe city tocreate apublicpark
for Boize citizens. Finally, the m:,r
accepted Davis® uiferufE;:nd
beforeJulia Davis diadml'ilﬂ?al
the age of 60. Heartbroken over
the death ofhis beloved Julia, Tom
stipulated in the deed that “the
land would always and forever be
used ﬁ:-rtﬂtb]m parkpurposes,” di-
the site be known for-
Emas]ul;a DavisPark, orthe
property would revert back to
Davis’heirs. Tomdied June 9,
1908,

Owerthe years, Julia Davis Park
has changed with the times,
addingstructures such asaband
shell and museumns. Recreational
amenities alsowereadded, includ-
ingthe Rose Garden, azoo and
tennis courts, But inspiteofthe

, the woman for whom the
parkis named continues to be are-
minder to penerations of Boiseans
ofhowitall began, 100 years ago.

— Sowrces: “Julia Davis Park: It's Origin and Growth, " Gloria J, Mervell, 1966;

Idahe Sunday Statesmian,

Sept. 11, 1960; Boise Parks & Recreation
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